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Abstract. This study examines the integration of biblical authority into curriculum design and
pedagogical practices as a foundation for developing a transformational Christian education model in a
global, digital context. The main issue raised is the dichotomy between normative theological
approaches and contemporary pedagogical practices that are often secular, leading to a weak integration
of faith and learning in Christian education. The purpose of this study is to formulate an integrative
model that harmonizes biblical authority with modern pedagogical approaches in a contextual, relevant,
and applicable manner. The research method uses a qualitative approach through systematic literature
study and conceptual analysis of various recent journals and books in the fields of Christian education,
curriculum, and transformational pedagogy. The results show that the integration of biblical authority

can be constructed through three main dimensions: epistemological (the Bible as a source of truth),
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curricular (the integration of biblical narratives into the curriculum structure), and pedagogical (learning
practices oriented towards character transformation and spirituality). The research synthesis produces

the "Biblical Transformative Curriculum-Pedagogy Integration (BTCPI)" model that emphasizes the

holistic integration of biblical authority and modern pedagogy contributes significantly to developing

students who are not only academically competent but also possess contextual spiritual and moral
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1. Introduction

The Christian education is essentially a holistic process of human formation rooted in
divine revelation and oriented toward life transformation in the light of God's truth. Within

this framework, the Bible is understood not only as a source of normative theological teachings
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but also as an epistemological foundation that shapes students' paradigms of thought, values,
and life practices. Therefore, the authority of the Bible is central to the entite process of
Christian education, both in the curriculum and pedagogy. However, in the development of
modern education influenced by globalization, digitalization, and secularization, the position
of biblical authority in educational practice is often marginalized. This phenomenon is evident
in the tendency of many Christian educational institutions to adopt a general curriculum
approach without adequate theological integration. The curriculum used is often religiously
neutral or even secular, thus not providing sufficient space for the internalization of faith
values. As a result, a faith-learning dichotomy occurs, where students experience difficulty
integrating academic knowledge with their spiritual beliefs. This condition becomes
increasingly complex in the digital era, where the rapid and diverse flow of information often
carries values that conflict with biblical principles.

Recent research indicates that the challenge of integrating faith and learning is a
significant issue in contemporary Christian education. Zebua et al. assert that a Bible-based
curriculum has great potential in shaping the character and spirituality of students, but its
implementation still faces various structural and pedagogical obstacles. These obstacles include
teachers' lack of understanding of faith integration, limited resources, and the dominance of a
secular educational paradigm that emphasizes solely cognitive aspects.[1] In line with this,
Paclongan et al. revealed that the integration of Christian values in learning, particularly in the
context of digital literacy, still requires a more systematic and contextual approach. The study
shows that although digital technology can be an effective tool in learning, without a strong
integration of faith wvalues, technology has the potential to weaken students' spiritual
formation.[2] This shows that the challenges of Christian education are not only theological,
but also pedagogical and contextual. In a broader literature review, various approaches have
been developed to overcome the dichotomy between faith and learning. The worldview
integration approach, for example, emphasizes the importance of building a framework rooted
in Christian faith in understanding all aspects of life. However, this approach is often
conceptual and has not been fully implemented in concrete curriculum design. On the other
hand, modern pedagogical approaches such as constructivism and critical pedagogy make
important contributions to improving the quality of learning, but often pay little attention to
the theological dimension.

Gulo et al. point out that in the context of the digital era, Christian education faces
challenges in maintaining its theological identity amidst the flow of a pluralistic global
culture.|3] This demands a new approach capable of creatively and relevantly integrating the
authority of the Bible with the dynamics of modern pedagogy. Similarly, Hura et al. assert that
the transformation of Christian education in the digital era must involve the integration of faith
values and learning technology, resulting in learning experiences that are not only informative
but also transformative.[4] Furthermore, the development of educational concepts in the era
of Society 5.0 demands the integration of technology, humanism, and spirituality. Heluka and
Mbelanggedo emphasize that Christian education must be able to respond to these changes by
maintaining the authority of the Bible as its primary foundation, while adopting relevant
pedagogical innovations.[5] Thus, Christian education will not only be contextually relevant
but also remain true to its theological identity.

Based on these findings, it can be concluded that there is a significant gap between the
theory of educational theology and pedagogical practice in the context of Christian education.

This gap indicates the need for an integrative approach that can bridge the gap between the
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authority of the Bible as a theological foundation and the needs of modern, dynamic, and
contextual pedagogy. Without systematic integration, Christian education risks losing its
essence as a means of character and spirituality formation. The main problem in this study is
how to systematically integrate the authority of the Bible in curriculum design and pedagogical
practice to produce transformational education. Specifically, this study seeks to answer the
following questions: (1) how can the authority of the Bible be operationalized in the Christian
education curriculum; (2) how can transformational pedagogy be integrated with theological
principles; and (3) how can an integrative model be developed to address the challenges of
contemporary Christian education. In response to these problems, this study proposes an
integrative approach that combines three main dimensions: epistemological, curricular, and
pedagogical. This approach focuses not only on conceptual integration but also on practical
implementation in the learning context. Thus, this research is expected to make a significant
contribution to the development of Christian education theory and practice.

The main contributions of this research include several important aspects. First, this
research develops a conceptual model that integrates biblical authority into curriculum design
and pedagogical practice. Second, this research provides a synthesis of educational theology
theory and modern pedagogy, resulting in a more comprehensive and applicable approach.
Third, this research offers a framework that can be used by Christian educational institutions
in developing curricula and learning practices relevant to contemporary contexts. Furthermore,
this research also contributes to enriching academic discourse on the integration of faith and
learning, particularly in the context of Christian education in the digital age. By combining
theological and pedagogical perspectives, this research is expected to serve as a reference for
academics, educational practitioners, and church leaders in developing effective and
sustainable educational strategies. Thus, this research is expected to make a significant
contribution to developing Christian education that is not only academically relevant but also
has a spiritual and moral impact on the lives of students in the complex and dynamic modern

cra.

2. Literature Review

2.1 Biblical Authority as an Epistemological Foundation

The authority of the Bible in Christian education is understood not only as a source of
normative teachings but also as an epistemological basis that determines how knowledge is
acquired, understood, and applied in life. Within the framework of Christian epistemology, the
Bible is seen as divine revelation that provides the basis for absolute truth, transcending limited
human rationality. Therefore, the entire process of Christian education must be rooted in the
principle that true truth comes from God and is revealed through the Bible. From this
perspective, Christian epistemology differs fundamentally from secular epistemology, which is
generally rooted in rationalism, empiricism, or constructivism. Secular epistemology tends to
place humans as the central source of knowledge, while Christian epistemology places God as
the primary source of truth. This difference has significant implications for curriculum design
and pedagogical practice. While secular epistemology emphasizes relativism and the plurality
of truth, biblical epistemology affirms the existence of absolute truth that is universal and
unchanging. Research by Mawikere and Hura confirms that a Christian education curriculum
based on the Bible serves as a theological framework that integrates faith with knowledge and
the social context of students. This curriculum not only transfers knowledge but also
transforms ways of thinking holistically. A Bible-based curriculum has been proven to integrate

faith and knowledge holistically, enabling students to not only understand academic concepts
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but also interpret reality through a Christian theological framework.[6] This demonstrates that
the Bible's authority serves not only as a moral source but also as an epistemological framework
that shapes ways of thinking.

However, the implementation of biblical authority as an epistemological foundation in
Christian education faces various challenges. One major challenge is the dominance of the
secular paradigm in the modern education system, which often separates faith and science. In
many cases, the Bible is only used in the context of religious studies, while other subjects are
taught without an integrated faith perspective. This creates an epistemological dualism that
results in the fragmentation of students' understanding. Paclongan et al. emphasize that in the
context of digital literacy, students are confronted with a variety of diverse information sources
that often contradict biblical values. Without a strong epistemological foundation, students
risk adopting values that are inconsistent with Christian faith.[2] Therefore, the integration of
biblical authority into educational epistemology becomes increasingly important in the digital
age. In this context, biblical authority must be understood in three main dimensions:
normative, interpretative, and transformational. The normative dimension affirms that the
Bible is the standard of truth that forms the basis for the entire educational process. The
interpretative dimension relates to how the Bible is used as a framework for understanding
reality and knowledge. Meanwhile, the transformational dimension emphasizes that the
ultimate goal of Christian education is a change in life that reflects the values of Christ.

In the digital era, epistemological challenges are increasingly complex due to the growing
relativism of truth and the crisis of authority triggered by the plurality of unfiltered
information. In this context, the authority of the Bible, as affirmed in the principle of Sola
Scriptura, functions as a normative basis and epistemological filter that helps students assess
and filter various information according to the truth of divine revelation.[7] Thus, the
integration of the Bible in epistemology is not only theoretical, but also practical in developing
faith-based critical thinking skills. Furthermore, the integration of biblical authority in
educational epistemology is also related to the concept of worldview. The Christian worldview
is shaped by the Bible's grand narrative of creation, fall, redemption, and restoration. This
narrative provides a comprehensive framework for understanding reality and determining the
values held by students. In the educational context, this worldview must be integrated into all
subjects, so that students can see the relationship between faith and knowledge as a whole.
The transformation of Christian education in the digital era cannot be separated from the
integration of the Christian worldview and learning technology. Research shows that digital
technology, while offering significant opportunities to enhance learning effectiveness, remains
inherently biased and carries ethical and theological implications.|[8] Therefore, Christian
education must integrate faith, moral, and spiritual values into the use of technology to prevent
deviations from theological teachings.[9] Without this integration, technology will become
merely an instrumental tool that has the potential to reduce learning to a mere technical activity,
even opening up space for the degradation of students' faith and character.[10] Therefore,
biblical epistemology must be the basis for the use of technology in education.

Furthermore, Heluka and Mbelanggedo emphasized that the implementation of
Christian Religious Education in the Society 5.0 era requires a contextual approach that
integrates digital technology with Christian values to holistically shape students' character.[5]
In this context, education is no longer solely oriented toward cognitive aspects, but must also
develop moral and spiritual integrity in response to the challenges of the digital era.[11] This

aligns with the Education 5.0 paradigm, which emphasizes holistic human development,



Proceeding of the International Conference on Religious Education and Cross-Cultural Understanding 2025 ,

vol. 1, no. 2, Tafonao, et al.

35 0f43

including the dimensions of ethics, well-being, and character.[10] This demonstrates that
biblical epistemology has high relevance in addressing the challenges of contemporaty
education. However, it must be acknowledged that there are risks in applying biblical authority
as an epistemological foundation, namely a tendency towards fundamentalism or narrow
interpretation. If not balanced with an appropriate hermeneutic approach, the integration of
the Bible in education can become dogmatic and less relevant to the context. Therefore, a
responsible hermeneutic approach is needed, capable of bridging the gap between biblical texts
and modern contexts. In this regard, Christian education must develop an integrative and
dialogical epistemological approach, in which the Bible remains the ultimate authority but is
also open to dialogue with science and cultural contexts. This approach allows for a dynamic
integration of faith and learning, without compromising theological integrity. Thus, it can be
concluded that the authority of the Bible as an epistemological foundation plays a crucial role
in Christian education. This authority not only determines the content of the curriculum but
also shapes the thinking, values, and life practices of students. In the complex context of
modern education, the integration of biblical authority becomes increasingly important to
ensure that Christian education remains relevant and true to its identity. Furthermore,
strengthening biblical epistemology in Christian education also has strategic implications for
shaping a generation capable of facing global challenges with a solid faith perspective. With a
strong epistemological foundation, students are not only able to critically understand the world
but also able to live according to the values of the Kingdom of God. Therefore, the integration
of biblical authority in educational epistemology is not only a theological necessity, but also an

urgent pedagogical and contextual need.

2.2 Integrative Curriculum in Christian Education

An integrative curriculum in Christian education is not simply defined as a combination
of teaching materials and faith values, but as a systematic approach that places Christian faith
as the primary framework for the entire educational process. From this perspective, the
curriculum is not merely an administrative document or a structure of subjects, but rather a
system that reflects a theological vision of the formation of the whole person, namely a person
with intellectual, moral, and spiritual integrity. Conceptually, an integrative curriculum starts
from the assumption that there is no dichotomy between faith and knowledge. All knowledge
is understood as part of God's truth revealed through general and special revelation.
Therefore, every discipline must be taught in light of a biblical perspective, so that students
are able to see the connection between faith and the realities of life. This approach demands
a reconstruction of the curriculum that is not merely additive but transformational, in which
biblical values form the basis for the formulation of objectives, content, learning strategies,
and evaluation. Research by Paelongan et al., shows that the integration of Christian values
into the curriculum, particularly in the context of digital literacy, requires a contextual,
adaptive, and student-centered approach. Learning models that are not responsive to
technological developments will lose relevance and fail to achieve holistic learning
objectives.[2] This is in line with the findings of Boiliu who emphasized that contextual and
digital based learning increases the effectiveness and engagement of students in the learning
process.[12] Therefore, an integrative curriculum must be designed dynamically, taking into
account the ever-evolving social, cultural, and technological context.

Furthermore, Thsan et al. emphasized that integrating a curriculum based on religious

values can significantly improve the quality of education, particulatly in the formation of
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student character.[13] In the context of Christian education, this means that the curriculum
must be designed not only to transfer knowledge, but also to shape the character of Christ in
students. Thus, an integrative curriculum has a formation dimension, not just information. In
its implementation, there are several models of curriculum integration that can be applied in
Christian education. First, the thematic integration model, in which biblical themes are used
as a framework in organizing learning materials. Second, the conceptual integration model, in
which concepts in various disciplines are connected with biblical principles. Third, the
practical integration model, in which students are invited to apply the values of faith in
everyday life through contextual learning experiences. However, the implementation of an
integrative curriculum is not without various challenges. One of the main challenges is the lack
of understanding and competence of teachers in integrating faith and learning effectively.
Many teachers still see integration as an addition or supplement, rather than as the core of the
learning process. In addition, limited resources and contextual teaching materials are also
obstacles in implementing an integrative curriculum.

Gulo and Zai emphasize that in the digital era, the Christian education curriculum must
be able to accommodate technological developments without losing its theological identity. [9]
This demands innovation in curriculum design, including the use of digital media, project-
based learning, and an interdisciplinary approach that remains rooted in biblical values. Thus,
an integrative curriculum in Christian education is an urgent need to face the challenges of
contemporary education. This curriculum not only functions as a tool for transferring
knowledge, but also as a means to shape character, build faith, and prepare students to live as
witnesses of Christ in the world. Therefore, the development of an integrative curriculum
must be carried out seriously, systematically, and sustainably, by involving various stakeholders

in Christian education.

2.3 Transformational Pedagogy in Christian Education

Transformational pedagogy in Christian education is not only oriented towards
cognitive change in students, but also emphasizes profound ontological and spiritual change.
The transformation in question is not merely an increase in knowledge or skills, but rather the
formation of a new identity that reflects the character of Christ in everyday life. Thus,
transformational pedagogy in the Christian context has a strong theological dimension, where
the learning process is seen as a means of life renewal through the work of the Holy Spirit.
From this perspective, the learning process cannot be separated from the spiritual dimension.
Learning becomes an experience that involves a relationship between students, teachers, and
God as the source of truth. Therefore, the transformational pedagogical approach demands
the simultaneous integration of cognitive, affective, and spiritual aspects. This is in line with
Yanto Gulo's findings, which emphasize that transformation in Christian education must
include changes in mindset, attitudes, and actions rooted in the values of faith.[9] Furthermore,
transformational pedagogy in Christian education also demands a paradigm shift from teacher-
centered learning to learner-centered transformation. In this approach, teachers no longer
function as the sole source of knowledge, but as facilitators who guide students through the
process of reflection and internalization of religious values. Teachers act as spiritual role
models who live out the values they teach, ensuring that the learning process is authentic and
contextual.

In practice, transformational pedagogy can be realized through various learning

strategies, such as reflective learning, experiential learning, and dialogical learning. Reflective
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learning allows students to reflect on their life experiences in light of God's Word, resulting in
an integration between experience and biblical truth. Experiential learning provides
opportunities for students to directly experience the values of faith through real practices, such
as service and social activities. Meanwhile, dialogical learning encourages critical and
constructive interactions between students, teachers, and the learning context. Research by
Paclongan et al. shows that the integration of transformational pedagogy with digital literacy
can create holistic learning and increase student engagement, especially learning directed at
Christian values and spiritual character formation.[2] This finding is in line with Wahyuni et
al. who showed that the use of digital technology can significantly increase student engagement
in the learning process.[14] However, various studies emphasize that the effectiveness of
technology is highly dependent on appropriate pedagogical integration and not merely
technical use.[15] Therefore, digital literacy must be developed comprehensively,
encompassing cognitive, ethical, and spiritual aspects, so that technology not only increases
engagement, but also shapes the character of students.[16] In other words, technology should
not be the end goal, but should be a tool that supports the transformation process.

Furthermore, transformational pedagogy in Christian education also has a strong
community dimension. The learning process occurs not only individually but also within the
context of a faith community. Interaction within the community allows for mutually
constructive learning, where students can learn from the experiences and perspectives of
others. This reflects the concept of the church as the body of Christ, where each member has
a role in the process of shared growth. Heluka and Mbelanggedo emphasize that in the era of
Society 5.0, transformational pedagogy must be able to integrate technology with spiritual
values in a balanced manner.[5] This shows that transformational pedagogy is not static, but
must continue to evolve according to the context of the times. However, the implementation
of transformational pedagogy also faces various challenges, such as limited teacher
competency, resistance to change, and lack of institutional support. Therefore, systematic
efforts are needed to develop teacher capacity, including training in the integration of faith
and learning. Thus, transformational pedagogy in Christian education is a comprehensive and
dynamic approach, which aims not only to improve the quality of learning but also to shape
the lives of students as a whole. The integration of faith, knowledge, and practice is key to
realizing education that is truly transformational and relevant to the challenges of the times.
3. Research Methods

This research uses a qualitative approach with a systematic literature review (SLR)
design combined with integrative conceptual analysis. This approach was chosen because it
provides a comprehensive understanding of the phenomenon of integrating biblical authority
into curriculum design and pedagogical practice, while also enabling the development of a
synthetic and innovative conceptual model. In the context of theological research and
Christian education, this method is highly relevant because it bridges normative theological
reflection and empirical pedagogical analysis. The qualitative approach in this research focuses
on the exploration of meanings, concepts, and theoretical constructs related to the integration
of faith and learning. According to Creswell and Poth, qualitative research enables researchers
to understand phenomena in depth through interpretation of texts, contexts, and human
experiences. In this research, the texts analyzed include theological literature, Christian
education curricula, and modern pedagogical theories.[17]

This approach is also in line with the characteristics of research in the field of

educational theology, which is not only oriented towards empirical measurement but also
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towards philosophical and normative reflection. Therefore, conceptual analysis is an
appropriate method for constructing an integrative model that combines theological and
pedagogical dimensions. The SLR method in this study refers to the framework developed by
Snyder which emphasizes a systematic process in identifying, evaluating, and synthesizing
relevant literature.[18] This process consists of several main stages: The first stage involves a
systematic literature search using academic databases such as Google Scholar, DOA]J, Scopus-
indexed journals, and SINT'A-accredited national journals. Keywords used include: Biblical
authority in education, Christian curriculum integration, transformative pedagogy, faith and
learning integration, Bible-based Christian education. The literature found was then selected
based on the following inclusion criteria: Relevant to Christian education or theology of
education, discussing curriculum, pedagogy, or faith integration, published in reputable
journals or scholarly conference proceedings, has significant theoretical or empirical
contributions. After the selection process, data extraction was carried out from each selected
literature, including: research objectives, methodology, main findings, theoretical and practical
implications. The data obtained were then analyzed using a thematic analysis approach as
described by Braun and Clarke.[19] This analysis aims to identify key patterns and themes
related to the integration of biblical authority in Christian education.

In addition to SLR, this study also uses an integrative conceptual analysis approach that
aims to combine various concepts from the literature into a coherent theoretical framework.
According to Jaakkola, conceptual analysis is an effective method in developing new theories
through the synthesis of existing literature.[20] In this study, conceptual analysis was carried
out through several steps: Identification of key concepts (biblical authority, curriculum,
pedagogy), analysis of relationships between concepts, integration of concepts in the
theoretical framework, formulation of the BTCPI conceptual model. This approach allows
researchers to produce a model that is not only descriptive, but also prescriptive and
applicable. The BTCPI (Biblical Transformative Curriculum-Pedagogy Integration) model was
developed through an iterative process involving the synthesis of theory and practice. This
model is designed to integrate three main dimensions: Epistemological Dimension — Bible
as a source of truth, Curricular dimension — curriculum design based on biblical values,
Pedagogical dimension — transformational learning practices. The development of this model
refers to the conceptual design approach described by Richey and Klein, which emphasizes
the importance of integration between theory and application in educational research.[21]
Model validation is carried out through several approaches: Theoretical Triangulation, the
model is tested by comparing vatious relevant theories to ensure consistency and coherence.
Internal Consistency, analysis is carried out to ensure that each component of the model is
logically connected. Contextual Suitability, the model is evaluated based on its relevance to the
context of contemporary Christian education, including the digital era and Society 5.0. As
stated by Heluka and Mbelanggedo, an effective Christian education model must be able to

answer contextual challenges without losing its theological identity.[5]

4. Results and Discussion

The results of this study indicate that the integration of biblical authority into
curriculum design and pedagogical practice cannot be achieved partially, but rather requires a
systematic, holistic, and sustainable approach. The Biblical Transformative Curriculum
Pedagogy Integration (BTCPI) model developed in this study provides a conceptual

framework capable of bridging the gap between educational theology and contemporary
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pedagogical practice. In general, the analysis indicates that successful integration is strongly
influenced by three main factors: (1) the strength of a biblically based epistemological
foundation, (2) the consistency of the integrative curriculum design, and (3) the effectiveness
of the implementation of transformational pedagogy. These three factors interact dynamically
and determine the level of success of Christian education in shaping the character and
spirituality of students. This study also found that unsystematic integration tends to result in
fragmented learning. In many cases, biblical values are merely inserted symbolically without
substantial integration into the curriculum structure and learning practices. This aligns with
the findings of Zebua et al., who showed that the implementation of Bible-based curricula
often falls short of optimal integration due to a lack of a systematic pedagogical approach.|[22]

Furthermore, this study shows that the digital context has a significant influence on the
integration process. On the one hand, digital technology provides opportunities to enrich
learning through interactive media and broad access to information. However, on the other
hand, without a strong epistemological foundation, technology can become a means of
reinforcing secular values that conflict with biblical principles. Therefore, technology
integration in the BTCPI model must be carried out selectively and based on faith values, as

emphasized by Dilon et al.[23]

4.1 BTCPI Model Visualization: Figures and Tables

BTCPI Integrated Theoretical Model

Biblical Authority [E} e e | Fedagogy ) &

stemolagical Foundatior Josign & Contant Strus Transformational Proc

T 7

BTCPI Integration Core O

1= 1ib, <. d)

Caption: Figure 1 shows that the three main dimensions of epistemology (b), curricular (c),
and pedagogical (d) converge in an integrated core that results in transformational education.

The arrows indicate the dynamic relationships and interdependencies between the dimensions.

Table 1. Components and Indicators of the BTCPI Model

integration, use of

biblical narratives

Dimensions Main Components | Implementasi Educational Impact
Indikator
Epistemological (b) | Biblical Authority | Worldview Formation of faith-

based thinking

Curricular (c)

Curriculum design

Integration of
values in objectives,

materials, evaluation

Integration of faith
and knowledge
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Pedagogical (d) Learning methods | Reflective learning, | Transformation  of
experiential learning | character and
spirituality
Integration (1) Synergy of the | Holistic Transformational
three dimensions implementation education

4.1.1. Visual Analysis of the Model

Figure 1 shows that integration in the BTCPI model is not linear, but rather cyclical and
interactive. Each dimension has a reciprocal relationship that influences the effectiveness of
the entire education system. The epistemological dimension serves as a foundation that
determines the direction and values of education. Without this foundation, curriculum and
pedagogy tend to lack spiritual orientation. The curricular dimension acts as a structure that
organizes learning, while the pedagogical dimension serves as a means of implementation that

enables student transformation.

4.2. Epistemological Dimension Analysis

The research results show that the epistemological dimension is the most fundamental
factor in the integration of Christian education. The authority of the Bible not only determines
the content of learning but also shapes students' thinking in understanding reality. However,
this study also found that many Christian educational institutions have not fully integrated
biblical epistemology into all subjects. This leads to a dualism between faith and knowledge,

which results in weak spiritual integration in learning.

4.3. Curricular Dimension Analysis

The curricular dimension demonstrates that the integration of biblical values must be
systematically implemented throughout the curriculum structure. This includes learning
objectives, teaching materials, evaluation methods, and learning experiences. This study found
that the transformational curriculum model approach was more effective than the infusion or

correlation approaches. This model allows for deeper and more comprehensive integration.

4.4. Pedagogical Dimension Analysis

The pedagogical dimension emphasizes the importance of a transformation-oriented
learning approach, not simply the transfer of knowledge. Methods such as reflective learning
and experiential learning have proven effective in shaping students' character and spirituality.
However, a major challenge in this dimension is teacher preparedness. Many teachers lack the

competency to effectively integrate faith and pedagogy.

4.5. Technology Integration in the BTCPI Model

This research shows that digital technology can be an effective tool in supporting
integration, if used wisely. Technology can increase student engagement and enrich the
learning experience. However, without a strong epistemological foundation, technology can

actually pose a threat to the integration of faith and learning.
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4.6. Critical Discussion

Overall, the results of this study indicate that the BTCPI model has advantages in
holistically integrating theological and pedagogical dimensions. However, implementing this
model requires institutional commitment, teacher training, and ongoing curriculum

development.

4.7. Implications of Findings
Theoretical Implications
* Developing an integrative paradigm in Christian education
* Bridging the gap between theology and pedagogy
Practical Implications
* Developing a Bible-based curriculum
* Training teachers in transformational pedagogy

* Integrating faith-based technology

5. Conclusions

This study aims to develop an integrative model for Christian education through the
Biblical Transformative Curriculum—Pedagogy Integration (BTCPI) approach, which
systematically and holistically integrates biblical authority into curriculum design and
pedagogical practices. Based on literature analysis, conceptual modeling, and transformational
indicator-based evaluation, this study yields several key conclusions that are both theoretically
and practically significant. First, this study confirms that biblical authority as an
epistemological foundation is the most fundamental element in Christian education. The Bible
serves not only as a source of moral values but also as an epistemological framework that
shapes ways of thinking, understanding reality, and evaluating knowledge. When the Bible is
placed at the center of epistemology, the entire educational process becomes directed,
consistent, and possesses spiritual integrity.

Second, this study demonstrates that integrative curriculum design is a key factor in
bridging the gap between faith and knowledge. An effective curriculum not only inserts biblical
values symbolically but also integrates them structurally into learning objectives, teaching
materials, learning strategies, and evaluation systems. This approach enables the integration of
the cognitive, affective, and spiritual dimensions in the educational process. Third, the study's
findings confirm that transformational pedagogy plays a central role in generating character
change in students. Learning centered on experience, reflection, and internalization of values
has proven more effective than traditional approaches that focus solely on knowledge transfer.
The resulting transformation encompasses cognitive, spiritual, and affective aspects, as
represented in the holistic evaluation model. Fourth, this study found that the integration of
all three dimensions (epistemological, curricular, and pedagogical) is a key requirement for
achieving transformational Christian education. These three dimensions interact dynamically
and cannot be separated. An imbalance in any one dimension will reduce the effectiveness of
the entire education system.

The primary objective of this study was to develop a Christian education model that
effectively integrates faith and learning. The results indicate that the BTCPI model successfully
achieves this goal by providing a systematic and applicable conceptual framework. The
synthesis of findings indicates that the epistemological dimension provides direction and a

foundation of values, the curricular dimension provides structure and systems, and the



Proceeding of the International Conference on Religious Education and Cross-Cultural Understanding 2025 ,
vol. 1, no. 2, Tafonao, et al. 42 of 43

pedagogical dimension implements transformation. Together, these three dimensions produce
an education that is not only oriented towards academic achievement but also towards the
formation of students' character and spirituality. Thus, the BTCPI model can be considered a
solution to the problem of the dualism between faith and knowledge that has been a challenge
in Christian education. This study makes several important contributions to the field of
Christian education and curriculum development:

1. Theoretical Contribution

This research enriches the literature by developing an integrative model that combines
biblical epistemology, curriculum theory, and transformational pedagogy. The BTCPI model
offers a new paradigm that goes beyond partial approaches such as infusion and correlation.

2. Conceptual Contribution

The use of mathematical representation in the BTCPI model provides an innovative
approach to systematically understanding the integration of Christian education. This opens
up opportunities for the development of quantitative-based models in theological education
research.

3. Practical Contribution

The BTCPI model can be used as a framework in:

* Christian education curriculum development

* Teacher training and competency development

* Transformation-based learning evaluation
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